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 Prophetic picture to help understand forgiveness –

reconciliation - restoration





Forgiveness isn't

 It’s not condoning or excusing, saying that the behaviour was 

acceptable or justified

 It’s not based on the other person’s contrition, sorrow or 

repentance

 It’s not about judgement or justice

 It’s not necessarily about reconciling

 It’s does not necessarily immediately deal with the hurt 

caused but allows God to help you to begin a process of 

healing/ moving on 





Forgiveness is

 Forgiveness of others is a decision, a choice, an act of 

obedience carried out in response to understanding the grace 

of God.

 To forgive, you let go of the desire for vengeance, no longer 

holding that against someone, choosing not to recall the 

wrong

 An act that restores fellowship with another, a new beginning 

 It’s ESSENTIAL for God’s Kingdom



Are there conditions?
 How many times do we forgive? 

 Unlimited  Matthew 18:21-22

 Then Peter came to Jesus and asked, “Lord, how many times shall I forgive 
my brother or sister who sins against me? Up to seven times?” Jesus 
answered, “I tell you, not seven times, but seventy-seven times” (or seventy 
times seven)

 Requires an apology?

 No  Ephesians 4:31-32 (NIV)

Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 
every form of malice. Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 
each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

 Colossians 3;13 Bearing with one another and, if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive.





How important is it to Forgive?

 Matthew 18:23-35 Unmerciful servant
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How important is it to Forgive?

 Matthew 18:23-35 Unmerciful servant

 Matthew 6:14-15 For if you forgive other people when 

they sin against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive 

you. But if you do not forgive others their sins, your Father 

will not forgive your sins.

 1 John 9-10 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to 

forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his 

word is not in us.



 Understanding salvation is understanding forgiveness

 God wants to remove the barrier of                   un-

forgiveness in our hearts so we live our lives in the fullness of 

His love and joy.







Genesis 3 v 1-7 (AMP)
3 Now the serpent was more crafty (subtle, skilled in deceit) than any 
living creature of the field which the LORD God had made. And the serpent 
(Satan) said to the woman, “Can it really be that God has said, ‘You shall 
not eat from any tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to the 
serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees of the garden, 3 except the fruit 
from the tree which is in the middle of the garden. God said, ‘You shall not 
eat from it nor touch it, otherwise you will die.’” 4 But the serpent said to 
the woman, “You certainly will not die! 5 For God knows that on the day 
you eat from it your eyes will be opened [that is, you will have greater 
awareness], and you will be like God, knowing [the difference between] 
good and evil.” 6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for 
food, and that it was delightful to look at, and a tree to be desired in order 
to make one wise and insightful, she took some of its fruit and ate it; and 
she also gave some to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the eyes 
of the two of them were opened [that is, their awareness increased], and 
they knew that they were naked; and they fastened fig leaves together 
and made themselves coverings.
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Trust God

GOOD

Ignore God

BAD

Before the Apple





John 13 v 34-35
So now I am giving you a new commandment: 
Love each other. Just as I have loved you, you 
should love each other. 35 Your love for one 
another will prove to the world that you are my 
disciples.” NLT



2 Corinthians 2 v 5-7

5 I am not overstating it when I say that the man who caused 
all the trouble hurt all of you more than he hurt me. 6 Most 
of you opposed him, and that was punishment 
enough. 7 Now, however, it is time to forgive and comfort 
him. Otherwise he may be overcome by discouragement.8 So 
I urge you now to reaffirm your love for him.
9 I wrote to you as I did to test you and see if you would fully 
comply with my instructions. 10 When you forgive this man, I 
forgive him, too. And when I forgive whatever needs to be 
forgiven, I do so with Christ’s authority for your benefit, 11 so 
that Satan will not outsmart us. For we are familiar with his 
evil schemes. (NLT)



Joyce Meyer : life point

2 Corinthians 2 10-11 teaches us that we are to forgive 
in order to keep Satan from gaining an advantage over 
us. When we forgive others, we not only do them a 
favour, we do ourselves and even greater favour.
The reason we do ourselves such a favour is that 
unforgiveness fills us with resentment and produces a 
root of bitterness that poisons our entire system.  
Bitterness always belongs to bondage. Forgiveness 
releases bitter bondage.



What does forgiveness look like?

• It is an act of the will.  It is not a feeling.

• It is daily committing to go through a process 
of surrender with the Holy spirit. You may feel 
like you are failing but don’t give up.

• It will eventually set you free from bitterness 
and resentment and reconnect you with your 
heavenly father.

• Above all it is laying down your rights and 
putting your trust TOTALLY in Jesus.



Top tips to walk in forgiveness

• Choose to see the best in people.

• Hold forgiveness out in front of you.

• Choose not to be offended.

• If you are offended be determined to forgive 
what ever it takes.

• Keep short accounts.

• Don’t let your offence cause you to sin.

• Fight the lies with truth.

• Remember your identity.



Power Punch to Satan

• Pray for those who have hurt or offended you.

• Bless your enemies and speak well of them.

• When you forgive do all you can to restore the 
relationship. (In some circumstances this is 
not possible or appropriate) 



Don’t let someone 
else's actions become 
a barrier between you 

and God. 
Set your heart on 

forgiveness and set 
yourself free.


