




Heroes of Faith 
“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not 
see. This is what the ancients were commended for.”     
                                                                               Hebrews 11:1-2 
  
 
“And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson 
and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith 
conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut 
the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the 
sword; whose weakness was turned to strength; and who became powerful in battle 
and routed foreign armies.”      
                                                                                                  Hebrews 11: 11:32-34  
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Heroes of Faith 
“Judges” - Hebrew word: “shofet” - “shoftim”:  
judge (in law), 
deliverer,  
protector, 
preserver, 
rescuer 
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Heroes of Faith 
“‘Now then,’ said Joshua, ‘throw away the foreign gods that are among you and yield your hearts to the Lord, the God of Israel.’ And the people 
said to Joshua, ‘We will serve the Lord our God and obey him.’ On that day Joshua made a covenant for the people, and there at Shechem he 
reaffirmed for them decrees and laws.”                                                                                                                                                           Joshua 24:23-25  
  
“For I command you today to love the Lord your God, to walk in obedience to him, and to keep his commands, decrees and laws; then you will 
live and increase, and the Lord your God will bless you in the land you are entering to possess.”                                                  Deutoronomy 30:16 



Heroes of Faith 
“The people served the Lord throughout the lifetime of Joshua and of the elders who 
outlived him and who had seen all the great things the Lord had done for Israel…. 
After that whole generation had been gathered to their ancestors, another 
generation grew up who knew neither the Lord nor what he had done for Israel. Then 
the Israelites did evil in the eyes of the Lord and served the Baals. They forsook 
the Lord, the God of their ancestors, who had brought them out of Egypt.” 
 
“…They followed and worshipped various gods of the peoples around them. They 
aroused the Lord’s anger because they forsook him and served Baal and the 
Ashtoreths. In his anger against Israel the Lord gave them into the hands of raiders 
who plundered them….” 
                                                                                                                                  Judges 2:7-14  
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Heroes of Faith 
"Whenever the Lord raised up a judge for them, he was with the judge and saved 
them out of the hands of their enemies as long as the judge lived; for the Lord 
relented because of their groaning under those who oppressed and afflicted them.”                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                     Judges 2:18 
 
 
 
 
 
Judges: Othniel, Ehud, Shamgar, Deborah, Gideon, Tola, Jair, Jephthah, Ibzan, Elon, 
Abdon, Samson, Eli and Samuel 
 
"In those days Israel had no king; everyone did as they saw fit.”                  Judges 21:25 
 
 
 



Heroes of Faith 
“He will bring you to the land that belonged to your ancestors, and you will take possession of it. He will make you more prosperous and 
numerous than your ancestors…..The Lord your God will put all these curses on your enemies who hate and persecute you. You will again obey 
the Lord and follow all his commands I am giving you today. Then the Lord your God will make you most prosperous in all the work of your 
hands and in the fruit of your womb, the young of your livestock and the crops of your land. The Lord will again delight in you and make you 
prosperous, just as he delighted in your ancestors….”  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                        Deuteronomy 30:5-9  



Heroes of Faith 
“The people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord, and the Lord gave 
them into the hand of Midian for seven years. And the hand of Midian overpowered 
Israel, and because of Midian the people of Israel made for themselves the dens that 
are in the mountains and the caves and the strongholds. For whenever the Israelites 
planted crops, the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East would 
come up against them.”                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                Judges 6:1-3 ESV 

 
 
 
 



“Now the angel of the Lord came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his 
son Gideon was beating out wheat in the wine press to hide it from the Midianites. And the angel of the Lord appeared to 
him and said to him, “The Lord is with you, O mighty man of valour.”  
                                                                                                                                                                                                 Judges 6:11-12 ESV 
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Heroes of Faith 

“And Gideon said to him, “Please, sir, if the Lord is with us, why then has 
all this happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our 
fathers recounted to us, saying, ‘Did not the Lord bring us up from Egypt?’ 
But now the Lord has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.”  
                                                                                                            Judges 6:13 ESV 

 
“And the Lord turned to him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save 
Israel from the hand of Midian; do not I send you?” And he said to him, 
“Please, Lord, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in 
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house.”                
                                                                                                           Judges 6:14 ESV 

 
“And the Lord said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike the 
Midianites as one man.”                                                                 Judges 6:16 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 

“And he said to him, “If now I have found favour in your eyes, then show 
me a sign that it is you who speak with me. Please do not depart from 
here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it before you.” 
And he said, “I will stay till you return.” So Gideon went into his house and 
prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes from an ephah of flour. The 
meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot, and brought them 
to him under the terebinth and presented them.  
 
And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened 
cakes, and put them on this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he 
did so.  Then the angel of the Lord reached out the tip of the staff that was 
in his hand and touched the meat and the unleavened cakes. And fire 
sprang up from the rock and consumed the meat and the unleavened 
cakes. And the angel of the Lord vanished from his sight.”   
                                                                                                   Judges 6:17-21 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 

“Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the Lord. And Gideon 
said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the Lord face to 
face.” But the Lord said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall 
not die.’”                                                                                      Judges 6:22-23 ESV 

 
 
“That night the Lord said to him, “Take your father's bull, and the second 
bull seven years old, and pull down the altar of Baal that your father has, 
and cut down the Asherah that is beside it and build an altar to the 
Lord your God on the top of the stronghold here, with stones laid in due 
order. Then take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offering with the 
wood of the Asherah that you shall cut down.”     
                                                                                                      Judges 6:25-27 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 

“So Gideon took ten men of his servants and did as 
the Lord had told him. But because he was too afraid 
of his family and the men of the town to do it by day, 
he did it by night.” 
                                                                                                                       Judges 6:25-27 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the 
altar of Baal was broken down, and the Asherah beside it was cut 
down, and the second bull was offered on the altar that had been built. 
And they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?”  
 
And after they had searched and enquired, they said, “Gideon the son 
of Joash has done this thing.”  
 
Then the men of the town said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he 
may die, for he has broken down the altar of Baal and cut down the 
Asherah beside it.”  
 
But Joash said to all who stood against him, “Will you contend for Baal? 
Or will you save him? Whoever contends for him shall be put to death 
by morning. If he is a god, let him contend for himself, because his altar 
has been broken down.” Therefore on that day Gideon was called 
Jerubbaal, that is to say, “Let Baal contend against him,” because he 
broke down his altar.”  

                                                                                                 Judges 6:28-32 ESV  



Heroes of Faith 
“Now all the Midianites and the Amalekites and the people of the East came together, and they 
crossed the Jordan and encamped in the Valley of Jezreel. But the Spirit of the Lord clothed 
Gideon, and he sounded the trumpet, and the Abiezrites were called out to follow him. And he 
sent messengers throughout all Manasseh, and they too were called out to follow him. And he 
sent messengers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, and they went up to meet them.”   

                                                                                                                                          Judges 6:33-35 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
 

“Then Gideon said to God, “If you will save Israel 
by my hand, as you have said, behold, I am laying 
a fleece of wool on the threshing floor. If there is 
dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the 
ground, then I shall know that you will save Israel 
by my hand, as you have said.”  
 
And it was so. When he rose early next morning 
and squeezed the fleece, he wrung enough dew 
from the fleece to fill a bowl with water.”                                                                                                                
                                                           
                                                          Judges 6:36-38 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“Then Gideon said to God, “Let not your anger burn against me; let me speak just 
once more. Please let me test just once more with the fleece. Please let it be dry on 
the fleece only, and on all the ground let there be dew.”40 And God did so that night; 
and it was dry on the fleece only, and on all the ground there was dew.”  
                                                                                                                            Judges 6:39-40 ESV 

 



Heroes of Faith 
“Then Jerubbaal (that is, Gideon) and all the people who were with him rose early and encamped beside the 
spring of Harod. And the camp of Midian was north of them, by the hill of Moreh, in the valley. The Lord said 
to Gideon, “The people with you are too many for me to give the Midianites into their hand, lest Israel boast 
over me, saying, ‘My own hand has saved me.’ Now therefore proclaim in the ears of the people, saying, 
‘Whoever is fearful and trembling, let him return home and hurry away from Mount Gilead.’”  
                                                                                                                                                                       Judges 7:1-3 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“When you go out to war against your enemies, and see horses and chariots and an 
army larger than your own, you shall not be afraid of them, for the Lord your God 
is with you…….” 
                                                                                                                     Deuteronomy 20:1 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“…the Lord said to Gideon, “The people are still too many. Take them down to the water, and I 
will test them for you there, and any one of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall go with you’, 
shall go with you, and any one of whom I say to you, ‘This one shall not go with you’, shall not 
go.” So he brought the people down to the water. And the Lord said to Gideon, “Everyone who 
laps the water with his tongue, as a dog laps, you shall set by himself. Likewise, everyone who 
kneels down to drink.” 
                                                                                                                                               Judges 7:4-5 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“And the number of those who lapped, putting their hands to their mouths, was 300 men, but all the rest 
of the people knelt down to drink water.” 
                                                                                                                                                                         Judges 7:6 ESV 

 
“And the Lord said to Gideon, “With the 300 men who lapped I will save you and give the Midianites into 
your hand, and let all the others go every man to his home.” So the people took provisions in their hands, 
and their trumpets. And he sent all the rest of Israel every man to his tent, but retained the 300 men. And 
the camp of Midian was below him in the valley.” 
                                                                                                                                                                     Judges 7:7-8 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“That same night the Lord said to him, “Arise, go down against the camp, for I have given it into your 
hand. But if you are afraid to go down, go down to the camp with Purah your servant. And you shall hear 
what they say, and afterwards your hands shall be strengthened to go down against the camp.”  
 
                                                                                                                                                                   Judges 7:9-11 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“…he went down with .. his servant to the outposts of the .. camp..the Midianites and ..Amalekites ..lay 
along the valley like locusts ..When Gideon came..a man was telling a dream to his comrade..he said, “..I 
dreamed a dream, ..a cake of barley bread tumbled into the camp of Midian and came to the tent and 
struck it so that it fell and turned it upside down, so that the tent lay flat.”…his comrade answered, “This is 
no other than the sword of Gideon the son of Joash, a man of Israel; God has given into his hand Midian 
and all the camp.”                                                                                                                                 Judges 7:12-14 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
“…he said to them, “Look at me, and do likewise. When I come to the outskirts of the 
camp, do as I do. When I blow the trumpet, I and all who are with me, then blow the 
trumpets also on every side of all the camp and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.’” 
 
                                                                                                                            Judges 7:17-18 ESV 

The Lord and for Gideon’ 



Heroes of Faith 
“So Gideon and the hundred men who were with him came to the outskirts of the 
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, when they had just set the watch.” 
                                                                                                                                  Judges 7:19 ESV 







Heroes of Faith 
“Every man stood in his place around the camp, and all the army ran. They cried out 
and fled.”                                                                                                               Judges 7:21 ESV 

                                                                                                                                   
“Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over us, you and your son and your 
grandson also, for you have saved us from the hand of Midian.”               Judges 8:22 ESV 



Heroes of Faith 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                                                   
“Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and my son will not rule over 
you; the Lord will rule over you.”                                                                      Judges 8:23 ESV 

                                                                                                                                    
“So Midian was subdued before the people of Israel, and they raised their heads no 
more. And the land had rest for forty years in the days of Gideon.” 
                                                                                                                                  Judges 8:28 ESV 
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“Trust the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all 
your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight”   
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 




